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SUMMER 2021 UPDATE 
 
GWL Reopening Fall 21-22 
We are anxiously awaiting guidance from the State Health Department and State Education Department regarding 
what the CoVid protocols and requirements will be for this upcoming school year.  Although we are planning a 
“regular” school year as best we can, the final details won’t be ironed out until the guidance is released.  Rules 
about distance between seats in class, distance between students who are eating, and if there is an expectation of 
cohorting  – all have a great impact on class sizes, makeup, and our schedules.  I have set a goal of mailing out class 
assignments, schedules, and the rest of our back-to-school packet on Wednesday, August 18th; this will ultimately 
be determined by when we receive the state guidance and how different it is from our expectations.  I have spent 
the last week advocating regionally and at the state level for it to be released to school districts so we may finalize 
plans in District.   For anyone interested, I will be giving a public presentation about the 21-22 school year at the 
upcoming August 9th Board of Education Meeting at 7 pm in the Middle School.  It will also be streamed live (and 
later posted on our YouTube page) for anyone that cannot attend in person.   
 
21-22 School Supply Lists 
These will be posted on the front page of the District webpage and each of our school webpages by the end of this 
week.  
 
Middle School Principal Search 
We received over 40 applications for the position.  Interviews with potential candidates have been taking place 
over the past two weeks, focusing on individuals with teaching and administrative experience.  The top four 
candidates have been determined and will meet with a staff committee and a parent/Board member committee, as 
well as get a campus tour, this coming Monday.  I hope to appoint and announce the name of our next principal 
soon after.  
 
Electives Selection 
Incoming 6th – 8th grade students and their parents received emails with descriptions of the planned elective 
options for the upcoming school year, along with a survey for students to select their preferred electives.  If you 
haven’t completed this survey yet, please do so ASAP.  
 
Other Summer Happenings 
• Many of our students have been attending our Summer Academy, Jumpstart Program, and Bridging to 

Kindergarten programs.  These programs are designed to support student learning over the summer for those 
students who teachers thought could benefit from some extra academic support over the summer.  Our Kickoff 
to Kindergarten program will be in late August for any incoming kindergartner who wants to attend.   

• The full Middle School lobby is getting a makeover in order to blend the “old” and the “new” areas together.  
• Teachers have been busy on several committee including a social studies committee where they studied the new 

standards, created curriculum maps, and identified curriculum resources for the upcoming school year.  There 
were also two technology committees – one to discuss our instructional software resources for students and the 
other to work on our hardware (Chromebooks & iPads) handbooks and technology plan.  

• In our primary grade Elementary School classrooms, tables are being moved into classrooms, in hopes that we 
can use them this upcoming year and students don’t have to sit in rows at their desks.  The teachers and Mrs. 
Connolly are SO excited to bring back these collaborative tables! 

 
Thank you so much and we can’t wait to see everyone in September! 

 


